WHO IS JESUS?
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1).  What is Mark’s evidence for this claim?

Jesus has power and authority…
· … to teach (1:21,22)

· … over sickness (1:29-31)

· … over nature (4:35-41)

· … over death (5:22-24, 35-43)

· … to forgive sins (2:1-12)

So who is Jesus? (8:14-30)
· the disciples were blind (vv14-21)

· only Jesus can open blind eyes (vv22-26)

· seeing who Jesus is (vv27-30)

-
ordinary people: “a great man” (v28)

-
Peter: “the Christ” (v29)

Conclusion
· do I acknowledge Jesus’ authority over my life and death, and his authority to forgive my sin?

· do I see that Jesus is not just a great man but the Christ – the Son of God?

Further reading: Mark 1-8


WHAT DID JESUS COME TO DO?
Peter understands who Jesus is, but misunder​stands Jesus’ mission (8:31-33).  What did Jesus come to do?

Jesus came to rescue rebels
· to call sinners, not the “righteous” (2:14-17)

· problem is not external obedience, but the heart (7:18-23)

· number one issue = how do we treat God? (12:28-31)

· we are in real danger (9:42-50)

What was the cross about? (Ch.15)
· God was angry (v33)

· Jesus was abandoned (v34)

· we can be accepted (vv38,39)

Reactions
· the busy soldiers (vv16-20, 24)

· the self-satisfied religious (vv29-31)

· Pilate, the coward (vv12-15)

· the bystander who came for the show (vv35, 36)

· the Roman centurion (v39)

Further reading: Mark 9-16


WHAT DOES JESUS DEMAND OF US?
Jesus rose from the dead, is alive now, and calls on us to respond to him.

The resurrection: the facts
· the death was certain (15:40-47)

· the tomb was empty (16:5,6)

· the body was resurrected (16:6,7)

Consequences of the resurrection
· a great hope: “he has risen!” (16:6) – Christ has conquered death and can give us eternal life

· a great warning: Jesus will judge the world, and we are accountable to him (Acts 17:28-31)

Jesus’ call to follow him (8:34-38)
· a change of allegiance (v34)

· a call to die (v34)

· a convincing reason (vv35-38)

Choices
· Herod: the unrepentant dabbler (6:14-20; Luke 23:8-12)

· James and John: the glory-seekers (10:35-45)

· Bartimaeus: “have mercy on me!” (10:46-52)

Further reading: Christianity Explored (Rico Tice)
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